
TIME ROOM: Dallas - B ROOM: Dallas A 1-2 ROOM: Dallas - C ROOM: Dallas D 1-2 ROOM: Dallas A-3

7:00 AM - 

6:00 PM

7:00 AM - 

7:45 AM

7:00 AM - 

7:30 AM

7:30 AM - 

8;00 AM

8:00 AM - 

8:15 AM

8:15 AM - 

8:30 AM

8:30 AM - 

8:45 AM 

8:45 AM - 

9:00 AM

9:00 AM - 

9:15 AM

9:15 AM - 

9:30 AM

9:30 AM - 

9:45 AM

9:45 AM - 

10:00 AM

10:00 AM - 

10:15 AM

10:15 AM - 

10:30 AM

10:30 AM - 

10:45 AM

10:45 AM - 

11:00 AM

11:00 AM - 

11:15 AM

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

DALLAS GRAND HALL          

ROOM: DALLAS B/C

  VA SCI Overview -  Margaret C. Hammond, M.D. 

ROOM: DALLAS B/C                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

#3 G. Heiner Sell Memorial Lectureship                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Using Spinal Cord and Brain Plasticity in Rehabilitation:  Reflex Conditioning and Brain-Computer Interfaces                                                                                                                                                                        

Jonathan Wolpaw, M.D.

 Continental Breakfast

Thursday, September 24, 2009      

Opening Remarks

ROOM: DALLAS B/C                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

#2 Interactive Panel:  Standardizing Process for Monitoring Pressure Ulcer Healing in SCI  

Moderator: Audrey Nelson, Ph.D., RN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Kim Anderson, Ph.D., Anthony F. DiMarco, M.D.

ROOM: DALLAS B/C

#1 Keynote Address: Top Ten Reasons Why Implementing Research into Practice Fails….and What to do About It

 Audrey Nelson, Ph.D., RN

ROOM: DALLAS GRAND HALL                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Refreshment Break                                                                



TIME ROOM: Dallas - B ROOM: Dallas A 1-2 ROOM: Dallas - C ROOM: Dallas D 1-2 ROOM: Dallas A-3

11:15 AM - 

11:30 AM

11:30 AM - 

11:45 AM

11:45 AM - 

12:00 PM

12:00 PM - 

1:00 PM

12:00 PM - 

1:00 PM

1:00 PM - 

1:15 PM

1:15 PM -

1:30 PM

1:30 PM -

1:45 PM

1:45 PM - 

2:00 PM

2:00 PM - 

2:15 PM

2:15 PM - 

2:30 PM

General Session  

Moderator:                                                 

Jan Stevens, MN, RN, ARNP-CS, FNP                          

                                                                            

#4 Adjustment to SCI:  Myths and 

Management

Charles H. Bombardier, Ph.D. 

                                                                                                              

#5 Responding to a Sentinel Event: 

Attempted Suicide in a Person with SCI

Connie J. Pardee,  Ph.D., RN, CEN

        

#6 Lean Problem Solving: Managing 

Inpatient Rehabilitation
Patricia Wisniewski, RN, CRRN

Lunch (on your own)

General Session    

  Moderator: 

  Sigmund Hough, Ph.D., ABPP                                                                                                    
                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

#7 Psycho-Social Adaptive Strategies for the 

Acutely Injured Operation Iraq Freedom 

Operation Iraq Enduring Freedom 

Patientswith SCI to Improve Employment 

Outcomes

Ricki L. Schiessler, MRC,CRC, LPC   

                             

#8 SCI Rehab: How Psychologists Spend 

Their Time with Patients and How It Can Be 

Documented Efficiently

Catherine Wilson, Psy.D, ABPP(rp)     

                                                                 

#9 Prevalence of Mental Illness and 

Substance Use Disorders and Their Impact on 

Mortality Among Veteran Clinic Users with 

SCI              

Ranjana Banerjea, Ph.D.    

                                                                                                                  

#10 Life Satisfaction in Veterans with SCI/D    

Bridget Smith, Ph.D.        

                                                                                                                                                                                     

#11 Impact of the Caregiver Respite Pilot 

Program for Veterans with SCI      

   Linda G. Rodriguez, LMSW                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Symposium 6  

         

                                                                       

#19 Interdisciplinary Approach to 

Restoration of Upper Limb Function in 

Tetraplegia

               

Moderators:                                                                          

Vincent Hentz, M.D. and                               

Vandana Punj, M.D.,  Co-Chairs            

                                                                  

Catherine Curtin, M.D.                                               

M. Elise Johanson MS, DPT                               

Janet Weis, OTR                                                       

Jeff Jaramillo, MSPT                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Symposium 3

      

                                                                                                              

#18 Translational Research in SCI:              

Time for the Practicalities          

     

Moderators:                                                        

Keith Tansey, M.D. Ph.D. and                             

Deborah Backus, PT, Ph.D., Co-Chairs            

                               

                                                                                         

Kim Anderson, Ph.D.                                                                                                  

Damien Pearse, Ph.D. 

General Session                                        

Basic Science  

  Moderator:       

Daniel E. Graves, Ph.D., FACRM        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

#12 Impaired Local Vasodilation May Contribute 

to Cardiovascular Dysfunction Following SCI                                                 

Leanne M. Ramer, M.Sc

               

#13 Testosterone Prevented Methylprednisolone-

Induced Muscle Atrophy in Spinal Cord Injured 

Rats

Christopher Cardozo, M.D. 

               

#14 Synthetic Glucocorticoid Dexamethasone 

Induces MAFbx Mediated-Skeletal Muscle 

Atrophy by Transcriptional Upregulation of 

FOXO1 Expression

Weiping Qin, M.D., Ph.D

                                                                                                  

#15 The Therapeutic Target for X-irradiation in 

Experimental SCI                                                                     

Richard J. Zeman, Ph.D.  

                                                                                                       

#16 Polysialic Acid Expressing Schwann Cells: 

an Improved Cell Based Repair Strategy For SCI                                                                                       

Mousumi Ghosh, Ph.D. 

                                                                                            

#17 Autologous Incubated Macrophage 

Treatment in Complete SCI: Results of the 

Multicenter Trial                                                                     

Daniel Lammertse, M.D.                                                          

Awards:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

ASIA Achievement Lifetime Award - Randall Betz, M.D

A. Estin Comarr Memorial Award for Distinguished Service - Jayanthi V. Subbaro, M.D., M.S.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

APS Excellence Award - MJ Mulcahey, Ph.D., OTR/L

ROOM:  DALLAS B

VA SCI Coordinators/Psychologists - Margaret C. Hammond, M.D.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         



TIME ROOM: Dallas - B ROOM: Dallas A 1-2 ROOM: Dallas - C ROOM: Dallas D 1-2 ROOM: Dallas A-3

2:30 PM - 

2:45 PM

2:45 PM - 

3:00 PM

3:00 PM - 

3:15 PM

3:15 PM - 

3:30 PM

3:30 PM - 

3:45 PM

3:45 PM - 

4:00 PM

4:00 PM - 

4:30 PM

4:30 PM - 

4:45 PM

4:45 PM - 

5:00 PM

5:00 PM - 

5:15 PM

5:15 PM - 

5:30 PM

5:30 PM - 

5:45 PM

Symposium 1                               

Moderator:                                                

Cissi Oloomi, 

MSN,APN,CNS,FNP,CNRN,CRRN-A                         

                  

#30  Alternative Medicine and SCI: 

Beyond the Banks of the Mainstream                              

                                                                   

Laurance Johnston, Ph.D., MBA, Chair                           

                                                                                                                                                    

Moyee Siu, L.Ac.                                                 

Matthew Sanford                                                                                                  

Symposium 5     

                                         

Moderator:              

David Brienza, Ph.D, Chair

                                   

#37 Tissue Integrity Management 

Research and Development at the 

Rehabilitation Engineering Research 

Center (RERC) on SCI  

                                                                                                                                                              

Qi Mi, Ph.D.                                                                    

General Session 

 Moderator:                              

Samantha Adams, OTR/L                               

                                                                       

#38 Collaborative Model for a 

Comprehensive Wellness Program for 

Adults with SCI
Sue Sandwick, PT, NCS                            

                                                             

#39 Teaching Wheelchair Tennis Skills to 

an Individual With a SCI

Alison Ede, B.A.                                  

                                                                                                                    

#40 Uniform Standards for the Universal 

Design of Fitness Equipment                                                                                        

Peter  W. Axelson, MSME, ATP, RET                                  

                                                                                                                        

#41 The Use of High Volt Pulsed Current 

on a Stage IV Sacral Wound in a 

Medically Complex SCI Patient:  A Case 

Study                                                                             
Tiffany Teichs, PT                                                          

ROOM: DALLAS GRAND HALL

REFRESHMENT BREAK                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

General Session          

  Moderator:                                                

Cissi Oloomi, 

MSN,APN,CNS,FNP,CNRN,CRRN-A  

                                                                                                                                               

#20 In-house Clinical Faculty Promote 

Success for Nursing Students in 

Rehabilitation 

Denise Blair, RN,BSN, CRRN

  

#21 SCI Rehab Community Reintegration 

Project: Taking a Message of Safety and 

Sensitivity Into Our Schools                                                                                                         

Linda L. Madaris ,M.S., ARNP-BC, CRRN, NEA-BC  

                                                                                                    

#22  Spinal Cord Injury -  An Age Old 

Problem?                                                    

Linda  Klaiber  PT, A.T.P.

Symposium 2  

                                                                                                        

#23 Conducting Research Within 

Veterans Affairs Settings                               

                                                                           

Moderator: Marylou Guihan, Ph.D., Chair                            

                                                                                                                                                                                             

Audrey Nelson, Ph.D., RN                             

   Glenn Curtiss, Ph.D.         

General Session               

  Moderator:   

  Samantha Adams, OTR/L           

                                                                                                               

#28 A Comprehensive Approach to 

Activity Based Therapy for Clients with 

Incomplete Spinal Cord Injuries: Clinical 

Decision Making is Key  

Candy Tefertiller, MPT, ATP, NCS

                                                    

#29  Feasibility of a Home Activity-Based 

Rehabilitation Program in Chronic SCI: 

Interim Results After 24 Weeks of 

Treatment
Emily Ward, MS

General Session                                               

High Frequency Spinal Cord Stimulation as a 

Means of Vent Support           

  Moderator:   

  Harry Goshgarian, Ph.D.                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                                   

#24 High Frequency Spinal Cord Stimulation (HF-

SCS) I: A New Method of Inspiratory Muscle 

Activation  

Anthony F. DiMarco, M.D.                                       

                                                                                                 

#25 High Frequency Spinal Cord Stimulation (HF-

SCS) II: Evaluation of the EMG Pattern of 

Diaphragm and Intercostal Muscle Activation 

Krzysztof E. Kowalski, Ph.D.

#26 High Frequency Spinal Cord Stimulation (HF-

SCS) III: Evaluation of HF-SCS to Provide 

Ventilatory Support 

Anthony F. DiMarco, M.D.

Symposium 4   

 #27 Exporting Research and Best 

Practices to the Bedside: Standards for 

the Neurological Classification of Spinal 

Cord Injuries                             

                                                                     

Moderator:                                               

William P. Waring, III, M.D., Chair                           

                                                                                                                    

Ronald Reeves, M.D.                                                 

William Scelza, M.D.                                                   

Ralph Marino, M.D.                                     

Stephen Burns, M.D.                                                                                                  

General Session                              

Moderator:                             

Rebecca Adcock, Ph.D.                                                        

                                                                       

#31 Depression after SCI:  Comorbidities, 

Mental Health Service Utilization and 

Adequacy of Treatment

Charles  H. Bombardier, Ph.D.                               

                               

#32 Self-report Measurement of Depressive 

Disorders after SCI: Comparison of the 

Patient Health Questionnaire and the Older 

Adult Health and Mood Questionnaire

Lee Saunders, Ph.D.                           

                               

#33 Managing The Difficult Patient - A Team 

Centered Approach

Stephen I. Katz, Ph.D.                                      

                                                                                                                  

#34 Dialectical Behavioral Therapy Skills and 

Adjustment to SCI/D                                                                                          

Jeanine A. Penzo, LICSW                                     

                                                    
Continued on Next Page                                                                                                                                                                              

Moderated Poster Session                                                            

    Moderator:                             

#36 Trevor A. Dyson-Hudson, M.D.                                                          
                                                                                                               

Body Mass Index, Hypertension and Cardiovascular                       

Disease in Veterans with SCI                                                                                 

Suparna Rajan, Ph.D.   

          

     Cardiovascular Function in Persons with Paraplegia:  Effects of 

ACE Inhibition and Head-up Tilt                                                             

John P. Handrakis, PT, Ed.D     

            

  Salivary Cortisol and Daily  Stressors in Chronic SCI                                          

Claire Kalpakjian, Ph.D., M.S.         

               

Treatment of Hyperhydrosis Through Afferent Block in a C4 Complete 

Tetraplegic Individual                                                                               

Peter Gorman, M.D.                 

               

Lower Extremity Functional Electrical Stimulation Decreases Thrombin 

Generation and Increases Platelet Cyclic AMP in Persons with 

Chronic SCI                                                                                    

Nighat Kahn, Ph.D.               

                                                                              

One Day Of Methylprednisolone Produced Lasting Muscle Atrophy 

and Molecular Changes Above                                                               

and Below the Level of Lesion In SCI Rats                                  

Jianwei Hou, M.D.               

                          

Predictive Factors Associated with Substance Use                             

and Abuse among Individuals with SCI                                                                

Myriane Tétrault, M.Psy.                                  

                                           

 Continued on Next Page

                                                                                                   



TIME ROOM: Dallas - B ROOM: Dallas A 1-2 ROOM: Dallas - C ROOM: Dallas D 1-2 ROOM: Dallas A-3

5:45 PM - 

6:00 PM

.

6:30 PM - 

8:00 PM

                                                                                      

ROOM:  DALLAS GRAND HALL                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Presidential Welcome Reception

                         

                                   

                                          

#35 A Successful Behavioral Pressure Ulcer 

Prevention Program for Acutely Hospitalized 

Persons with SCI                                                      

Katharine  S. Westie, Ph.D., ABPP                                                          

                                                                                                   

            

                                                                                                                                                       

                                                               

Prevalence of Abdominal Aortic Aneurism in Veterans with SCI                                                                    

Marinella D. Galea, M.D.                

                                                                                                              

Tracheostomies in Tetraplegics: Diaphragm Pacing Positively 

Decreases the Use of Cuffed Tracheostomy Tubes                             

and Can Lead to Decannulation                                                                               

Raymond P. Onders, M.D.               

             

Sleep-Disordered Breathing in Chronic Tetraplegia: Diaphragm 

Pacing as a New Therapeutic Option                                            

Raymond P. Onders, M.D.                 

                

 L-NAME does not Alter Airway Hyperresponsiveness in Individuals 

with Tetraplegia                                                                                

Miroslav Radulovic, M.D.                   

                                

Measurements of Skin Hypoxia and Perfusion in SCI Patients 

Experiencing Autonomic Dysreflexia,                                                 

Jessica C. Ramella-Roman, Ph.D.                                                     

                                                                                                                      

Use of Adjunctive Therapies for Pressure Ulcer Treatment in SCI                                                                          

Sunil Sabharwal, M.D.                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                 

What is an Adequate Bowel Cleansing for Spinal Cord Patients                               

Undergoing Colonoscopy?                                                                   

Mary Thomas, M.D.                            

                                                                                                                         

Non-Pharmacological Treatments of Pain Following SCI:                        

A Systematic Review                                                                              

Swati Mehta, HBSc                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                              

    Pharmacological Treatments of Pain Following SCI:                               

A Systematic Review                                                                               

Swati Mehta, HBSc                                                                                                

                                                                                                        

PolyTrauma SCI, 2003-2008: 5 Year Tampa Experience,                            

John Merritt, M.D.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                              

Psychiatric Impairments in OEF/OIF SCI Active Duty Service Members 

(ADSM) in Different Military Disciplines                                                

Lauren M. Rapacki, M.S. 


